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Translation from Bulgarian 
 
 To  
 the Chairman of the Scientific Jury 
 appointed by order No. 2354 / 29/09/2020 
 of the Rector of Medical University - Pleven 
 

STATEMENT 
by Prof. Kiril Vasilev Draganov, MD, PhD, DSc 

Clinic of Hepatic, Biliary, Pancreatic and General Surgery 
Acibadem City Clinic, Tokuda Hospital, Sofia 

 
Subject: Competition for attaining the academic position of Associate Professor 
in the higher education field 7. Healthcare and Sports, professional field 7.1. 
Medicine, scientific specialty of General Surgery for the needs of the Scientific 
Research Institute at MU – Pleven, promulgated in State Gazette, issue 66 of 
24/07/2020. 
 
 General comments on the procedure 
 By order No. 2354/ 29/09/2020 of the Rector of MU – Pleven, 
Prof. Slavcho Tomov, MD, PhD, DSc, I have been appointed a member of the 
scientific jury in the above competition. 
 At the first absentee meeting, held on 01/10/2020, I was appointed to 
prepare a statement. 
 One candidate, Dr. Iliya Ilkov Karagyozov, PhD, was allowed to 
participate in the competition. 
 The terms for conducting the competition and the procedure for it fully 
complied with the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 
Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation in MU - Pleven 
and the Regulations for the terms and conditions for attaining scientific degrees 
and holding academic positions at MU - Pleven. 
 The documents, submitted by Dr. Iliya Karagyozov, also complied with 
the requirements of the above regulatory framework. 
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The candidate’s biographical data - professional and academic 
development 

 Dr. Iliya Ilkov Karagyozov was born on July 11, 1968. 
 He is a graduate of MU - Sofia, where he graduated in 1994. 
 His professional career began as a clinical resident at the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, SHATOG "Maichin dom", Sofia (15/02/1995 – 
18/06/1998). On June 18, 1998, after winning a competition, Dr. Karagyozov 
was appointed Assistant in the same institution and until August 20, 2006, he 
held the positions of Senior and Chief Assistant. In August 2006, he was 
appointed Head of the Department of General and Oncological Gynecology, 
Pelvic Surgery and Obstetrics at Tokuda Hospital Sofia (currently, Acibadem 
City Clinic, Tokuda Hospital), and since 02/01/2018, he has been the Head of 
Department Operative Gynecology and Pelvic Surgery at VITA Hospital, Sofia. 
 Dr. Karagyozov's aspiration for continuous professional growth and 
improvement is proved by the two specializations, resp. acquired specialties - 
"Obstetrics and Gynecology" (June 1, 1999) and "General Surgery" (March 1, 
2009). Another proof in this aspect are the many courses and specializations he 
conducted, both in the country and abroad. Most of them are in the field of 
operative gynecology and abdominal surgery, and for those abroad, the good 
foreign language training of Dr. Karagyozov was undeniably important - he 
speaks excellent English and German. 
 In 2016, he acquired the educational and scientific degree of Doctor in 
General Surgery after successful public defense of a dissertation on the topic: 
"Diagnostic and therapeutic capabilities of colposcopically assisted laser 
conization in cervical precancer". 
 To fulfill his administrative duties as Head of Department he was 
additionally assisted by the acquired qualification in Health Management 
(20/01/2010). 
 Proof of the authority of Dr. Iliya Karagyozov, PhD, in obstetrics and 
gynecology in our country is the fact that he was elected a member of the Board 
of the Bulgarian Association of Oncological Gynaecology, as well as his 
participation in the Editorial Board of the journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
(ISSN: 0324-0959). 
 He is a regular member of the Bulgarian Surgical Society, the Bulgarian 
Medical Union, the Bulgarian Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology, the 
Bulgarian Association of Minimally Invasive Gynecological Surgery, the 
European Society of Gynaecological Oncology. 
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 Scientific production 
 In addition to the above mentioned dissertation, Dr. Iliya Karagyozov, 
PhD, is the author of a monograph (habilitation thesis) entitled: "Modern 
treatment of benign and precancerous changes of the cervix, vagina and vulva", 
published in 2020 (ISBN: 98-954-91648-8-6). 
 The scientific production of the candidate in the current competition 
includes another 19 works, 4 of which are in English and the remaining 15 are in 
Bulgarian. In addition, 4 full-text articles and reports from scientific forums 
were written after obtaining the educational and scientific degree of Doctor and 
were published in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in the Scopus and 
Web of Science. Another 15 publications and reports were published in 
unreferenced, scientifically peer-reviewed journals or in edited collective 
volumes (collections of reports). 
 Dr. Karagyozov is the first author in 10, the second - in 3, and the third 
and consecutive author in the remaining scientific papers. 
 The references prepared by the Central Medical Library show 7 citations, 
total IF of 3.425 and SJR of 0.319. 
 
 Scientometric indicators 
 The attestation certificate for meeting the national requirements for the 
academic position of Associate Professor, as stated in the Act on the 
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, proves a total 
of 470.3 scores of all scientometric indicators, which exceeds the minimum 
criteria of 400 scores. 
 

G
ro

up
 

Content Academic position of Associate 
Professor (scores) 

Dr. Iliya Karagyozov’s 
scores 

А Indicator 1 50 scores 50 scores 
B Indicator 2 - - 
C Indicator 3 or 4 100 scores 100 scores 
D Sum of indicators ( 5  -  9 )  200 scores 265.3 scores 
E Sum of indicators (10 - 12) 50 scores 55 scores 
Total scores 400 scores 470.3 scores 

 
 Scientific and practical contributions 
 The candidate’s scientific production is of original character. 
 No duplicates of evidence were found, nor was there any evidence of 
plagiarism. 
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 The topic of Dr. Iliya Karagyozov’s scientific papers and participations in 
scientific forums, presented for review, is mainly in the domain of oncological 
gynecology. The areas and directions in which he has conducted research and 
studies can be summarized in the following groups: 
 

1. Early diagnosis and treatment of genital precancerosis 
 The first in the country CO2-laser conization of the cervix under 
colposcopic control was performed by the candidate in the current competition 
on 05/11/2008 at Tokuda Hospital Sofia in a specially created laser office and 
after certification in one of the leading European centers of laser gynecological 
surgery - Saint-Luc University Hospital, Brussels, Belgium, under the leadership 
of Prof. Dr. Jaques Donnez. 
 The dissertation, defended in 2016, presents some extremely in-depth 
analyzes in this direction. The 420 cases of laser (49.0% of the whole series, n = 
206) and scalpel (51.0% of the whole series, n = 214) conization of the cervix, 
significant for the Bulgarian practice, were studied retrospectively and 
unicentrally for the period 2008-2015. For follow-up of the patients, Dr. Iliya 
Karagyozov, PhD, uses the Algorithm for the Management of Cervical Cancer 
(ESGO, 2010). The diagnostic and therapeutic safety of the method is an 
innovation and contribution to the Bulgarian oncogynecological practice. The 
number of conizations performed during the years varies from 21 to 78, and for 
most of the period they are in the range of 45-53 per year. After 2010, laser 
procedures predominate in number over scalpel procedures. They also 
predominate in the age range 20-39 years - a total of 161 procedures (78.1%). In 
both groups, CIN III predominates as a biopsy result. Carbonization was found 
in 16 cases (7.8%) after the laser procedure. An original idea of Dr. Karagyozov 
is the search for a relationship between the quality of resection lines, resp. the 
lack of carbonization on the one hand (this is associated with a shortening of the 
time for the procedure) and the frequency of complications (especially bleeding) 
on the other hand. Statistical data processing did not prove such a dependence. 
A statistically significant correlation was found between the involved upper 
resection line (cone tip) and the subsequent reconization/operation after both 
laser and scalpel procedures. The author did not find statistically significant 
differences in terms of early and late complications depending on group 
affiliation. 
 This group of scientific papers includes the first and so far only textbook 
entitled "CO2-laser colposcopic gynecological surgery in an outpatient setting. 
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A practical guide for obstetrician-gynecologists and oncogynecologists" (2017). 
The indications, technique and some other characteristics of the methodology 
are presented in a synthesized form, as the author is guided by the idea of 
sharing his own experience so as to be useful for the gynecologists performing 
this type of procedure. 
 Three articles (3, 4, 5 from the list of scientific papers) also deal with the 
early diagnosis and treatment of precancerous conditions of the cervix. 
 

2. Surgical treatment of advanced malignant genital tumors 
 Dr. Iliya Karagyozov, PhD, has extremely extensive practical experience 
with this type of pathology. A number of his studies and research have treated 
the surgical treatment of advanced genital tumors and especially cases of 
multivisceral involvement. This is seen in ovarian and cervical cancer. A serious 
challenge for the oncogynecologist is to perform multivisceral "en-bloc" 
resections, including most often ureters, the urinary bladder, sigma-rectum, 
omentum, parietal peritoneum and others (article 9). 
 The candidate’s practical contribution in this direction concerns the 
application of complex and combined surgical techniques necessary to achieve 
radicalism (RO-interventions). 
 This severe surgery is often accompanied by specific complications, 
requiring timely diagnosis and an adequate treatment approach. In two of the 
scientific papers (articles 8, 15), Dr. Karagyozov, PhD. describes the behavior in 
ureteral lesions and in the formation of small pelvic lymphocele. The second 
publication describes the routine application of an ultrasound-controlled trocar 
puncture and long-term drainage with stepwise drain extraction without the use 
of a sclerosing agent. Such an approach is quite reliable and effective and much 
more conservative than reoperation. 
 A significant contribution of the candidate in this competition is his 
participation in the working group of the Bulgarian Association of Oncological 
Gynaecology, which developed the current recommendations for the treatment 
of cancer of the cervix, vagina, endometrium and ovary (scientific papers 12, 13, 
14). 
 

3. Research on the diagnosis of malignant tumors 
 Dr. Iliya Karagiozov, PhD, is a member of a team of authors who studied 
the significance and biological behavior of stromal decidual cells and certain 
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biomarkers in malignant tumors. The correlation found, allowing a specific 
clinical interpretation of the values, is of contribution importance. 
 
 Participation in research projects 
 Dr. Karagyozov is working on a joint project with scientists from the 
Department of Molecular Immunology at the Institute of Biology and 
Immunology of Reproduction "Acad. K. Bratanov", Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences, on the topic: "Development of good practices for diagnosis by 
biomarkers to increase the number of clinically validated biomarkers” 
(“CliniMARK: ‘good biomarker practice’ to increase the number of clinically 
validated biomarkers”). 
 
 Teaching activity 
 In the period 1998 - 2006 in his capacity as Assistant, Dr. Iliya 
Karagyozov led practical exercises of medical students and participated in the 
theoretical and practical training of specialists in the disciplines of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. His study workload also includes participation in semester and 
state exams. As Head of department at Tokuda Hospital Sofia (2006-2018), he 
directed the specialization of three physicians, and all of them have successfully 
passed the state exam and acquired a specialty. During this period, Dr. 
Karagyozov has realized a total of 1,170 equivalent hours of study workload 
with graduates and healthcare specialists on continuing education. 
 During the academic year 2019/2020 and as of 12/08/2020, Dr. 
Karagyozov realized 12 equivalent hours (3 lectures) at the Department of 
Obstetric Care at the Faculty of Health Care, MU - Pleven. 
 Since May 2019, Dr. Karagyozov has been leading BSS-certified 
theoretical and practical courses in Colposcopy and destructive treatment of 
genital precancerous lesions in women, intended for specializing obstetricians 
and gynecologists. Since 2020, these courses have been included in the main 
activity of the candidate-led "VITA Dysplasia Center". 
 
 Diagnostic-therapeutic and surgical activity 
Only for the period 10/01/2018 – 10/08/2020 at Vita Hospital, the candidate has 
performed 5,664 consultative examinations and 119 outpatient destructive 
treatment procedures. During the same period, the number of surgical 
interventions performed by him as an operator exceeded a total of 1,500 - 598 
with small volume and complexity, 1,007 with large volume and complexity, 42 
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with very large volume and complexity and 36 multivisceral and combined 
interventions in abdominal and pelvic tumors. 
 
 Conclusion 
 Based on the diverse and purposeful diagnostic-therapeutic, research and 
teaching activity, my complex assessment of Dr. Iliya Ilkov Karagyozov, PhD, 
is that he is fully established as a specialist, scientist and teacher and enjoys 
authority in the obstetrics-gynecological guild in Bulgaria. 
 The candidate’s scientific production is of original character, containing 
contributions of scientific and applied nature. 
 The requirements for attaining the academic position of Associate 
Professor, as set in the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 
Republic of Bulgaria, have been met. 
 Due to all the above, I would like to recommend to the esteemed 
Scientific Jury to award the academic position of "Associate Professor" to Dr. 
Iliya Ilkov Karagyozov, PhD, for which I confidently give my positive vote. 
 
 
 
 The statement was prepared by: ............................. 
 Prof. Kiril Draganov, MD, PhD, DSc 
 
October 5, 2020 
Sofia 
 
 
I, the undersigned Anastasiya Papaziyan hereby certify the truth of the translation made by 
me from Bulgarian language to English language of the enclosed document  STATEMENT 
by Prof. Kiril Vasilev Draganov, MD, PhD, DSc.The translation consists of 7 pages 
Translator:  
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